THE INFLUENCE OF SELECTED NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS ON GLOBAL PESTICIDE HEALTH AND SAFETY DEVELOPMENTS

Abstract

International and national scientific, governmental and non-governmental agencies and organizations can have a major influence on pesticide purchasers and users with regard to information about pesticide toxicity and controlling and preventing pesticide poisoning world-wide. The World Health Organization, International Labor Organization, the World Bank, International Centre of Pesticide Safety, and the International Programme on Chemical Safety for instance all have an effect on pesticide selection, usage and health impact through their philosophies and policies reflected in publications, expert working groups and conferences. 

The input of industry, regulatory, scientific, user and community groups into these agencies and organizations is varied. The overt and covert ways agencies and organizations then function is also pertinent to the formulation, selection, dissemination and monitoring of risk assessments about pesticides and related  public health and crop protection strategies adopted to deal  with pests.

This paper therefore explores a number of  the processes and policies used by agencies and organizations and outcomes relating to the assessment of the hazards and risks posed by certain pesticides. The paper further examines the strengths and weaknesses of such organizations in the context of recent interventions on pesticide health and safety. The paper finally suggests means of improving further the transparency and representativeness of such agencies with regard to the process and outcomes in terms of removing or reducing pesticide exposures in the field.
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